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EDITOR’S PREFACE

Volume Three of our journal is entirely devoted to the late Professor Wiestaw
Kotanski (1915-2005), so far the most outstanding figure in the field of academic-
level Japanese studies in Poland. With this volume we wish to pay tribute to the
men who for decades served as a teacher to subsequent generations of students at
Warsaw, and toward the end of his long and arduous life: August 8, 2015 will mark
the tenth anniversary of his passing away.

Professor Kotanski left behind not only scores of his pupils but also an impressive
amount of his writings — and, out of necessity, he had to write about virtually every
matter related to Japan because for decades there was hardly anyone else competent
to fill in the gap between Poland and other countries as far as reliable information
on “things Japanese” was concerned. For various reasons Poles manifested friendly
interest in the “land of the Rising Sun’, especially after Japan's 1905 victory over Rus-
sia, and were eagerly reaching for texts of foreign provenience that could introduce
those interested to the life, culture, and institutions of the faraway country; original
writings on Japan by Polish authors were scarce and limited either to travel acco-
unts and second-hand reports based on foreign sources. Although Professor Kotan-
ski published his writings in English, Japanese, German, Russian - the major part of
his output was created and published in Polish (again, out of necessity).

In the present volume we decided to include materials of three different kinds. The
text that opens the core of this book is the first part of a broad Japanese translation of
fragments from Kotanski’s 1995 book Dziedzictwo japoriskich bogow [‘inherited from
Japanese gods’; Wroctaw &c.: Zaktad Narodowy im. Ossolinskich] provided by
Agnieszka Zutawska-Umeda. What follows are four texts reprinted from Kotaniski’s
book edited and published in 2004 by Yoshikazu Matsui (/4 =AY 7.4 AX 3
HIHFERRE A, T HRLOBTL L - 22 A O HFENFTE LA ERRRR
HrHRD, HUAG 8 EAL pp. resp. 198-211, 21-37, 279-285, and 212-261), now hardly
accessible. The last item by Kotanski in the present volume remained so far unpublished.

Steszew-Torun-Poznan, March 2013.
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Wiestaw Kotariski

The antecedence in the shinto gods’ pedigree
in the light of linguistic argumentation

According to Jun’ichi Kamata' the term sanbu-no sho, i.e. trilogy (later on
amended into sanbu-honsho, i.e. the true trilogy) was coined already in 1332 A.D.
The Japanese understood then by the word “trilogy” the main three works of antiq-
uity containing important information on the fundamentals of their religion called
shinto, namely Kojiki (Record of Ancient Matters, 712 A.D.), Nihongi (Chronicles
of Japan, 720 A.D.), and Kujihongi (the True Chronicle of Old Events, ca 9 cen-
tury, through some former researches through it dated from 620 A.D.). There are
also opinions that a fourth source of such information should be taken into con-
sideration, especially when the origins of shinto are to be discussed, viz. Kogoshii
(Gleanings from the Japanese Archives, dated 807 A.D.).

We are not going to trace here the beginnings of the shint6 religion, but begin-
ning with the plain fact that shinto is a polytheistic system and all its gods — being
cognated with one another - can be enumerated in a genealogical order of suc-
cession, we want to state conclusively which god heads the list of the pantheon
arranged in a pedigree. Our desire is inspired by the inconsistency of the four sour-
ces mentioned above, which name different personages as the most anterior. This
divergence may be readily explained by the differences of tradition, e.g., Kogoshiii
reflects the tradition of the family Yimube, Kojihongi - of Mononobe, Nihongi — of
the Imperial clan, and Kojiki — possibly of the family ‘Ofo. But the last conjecture
is particularly uncertain, and even if I turned out to be true, our goal would not
be fulfilled, because we are aiming at a positive assessment which of the possible
four gods is legitimately the foremost. Let us therefore list now their cognomina:
Amandéminakanusi (after Kojiki),

. Kuninétokotati (after Nihongi),

Améyuturufi- amandsakiri-kuniyuturufi-kunindosakiri (after Kujihongi),

. Yizanagi with his spouse Yizanami as the pair of demiurges (after Kogoshiii;
the god Amanominakanusi is also alternatively mentioned here as contem-
poraneous with the beginning of heaven and earth).

o0 o

! Kamata 1980: 18.
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First of all we may state that the male-female pair belongs — in accord with the
most widespread axioms of the comparative mythology - to a later phase of the-
ogony, and besides it is easy to detect that the said pair appears also in our three
remaining sources, which allows us to recognize such a generation of gods as rela-
tively new and therefore in vogue among all chroniclers, while the older genera-
tions of gods were partly subject to oblivion; it should be mentioned that Kuji-
hongi knows all the four generations (a, b, ¢, d), Kojiki — three of them (a, b, d),
Nihongi - three (a, b, d), and Kogoshiii - two (a, d). It does not mean directly that
the most neglected generation (i.e., “c”) must therefore be the oldest one, because
we cannot solve the question on the basis for four documents only. On the con-
trary, it seems possible and reasonable to dismiss the pair Yizanagi — Yizanami, in
order to free our paper from useless encumbrance.

We are thus to examine the three equally mysterious epithets which designate
nearly forgotten divinities, and we shall proceed to demonstrate which of them might
claim to be at the very foot and root of their genealogical tree. Admittedly, there
are practically no hints in the old documents concerning the gestes of these deities.
In such situation the researcher is forced to base his views only on their extant epi-
thets which fortunately are fit to a certain degree for semantic interpretation, tho-
ugh the effects of such interpretations by previous commentators (including the pre-
sent author’s earlier works) are so far to little ayail. The difficulties are due mainly to
the general lack of any conception justifying the necessity to search for motivated
meaning, and only motivated meaning of the divine appellations - that is one which
would not resort to random surface translations of them instead of getting to their
deeps — can capture the ingredients passing to the contextual environment of the
given appellation. For instance, the three divine cognomina, examined here, should
contain constituents showing that the given deity actively partakes in the first act of
cosmogony or, contrariwise, that the first act has already come to its end and the next
stage is going on. As a rule, the stages f the cosmogony are, of course, understood
on the ground of the comparative mythology, though not in a straightforward way,
because the final result depends upon the exact analysis of verbal material.

As is generally known, the insufficient interpretations of mythological cogno-
mina were caused by various unsuitable approaches of the previous commenta-
tors to lingual problems. However, there is no place or time here to criticize such
mistaken commentaries in detail. Let us rather present in a positive manner the
main theses concerning linguistic exponents of theonyms in the old Japanese docu-
mentation.

A. Because of theonyms under discussion were generated at least before the 9
century through probably not much before the 8 century, their linguistic inter-
pretation cannot be executed on the principles which were obligatory at least
a thousand years later, as it is the case when a researcher does not pay atten-
tion to the archaic phonetic rules or translates ofthand any signifiable conca-
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tenation of Chinese characters (in which the whole text was sometime writ-

ten) according to their Chinese meaning, while there were other translation

precepts in antiquity as well.

B. The Chinese characters forming the archaic theonymy were concatenated in
three ways:

1. Sequences written in genuine classical Chinese, mostly in concord with the
Chinese syntax or with Chinese idiom - these may be called kanbun sequ-
ences,

2. Sequences written in Chinese characters representing their own Sino-Japa-
nese pronunciation to render Japanese words, i.e., ondokuateji or ondoku
sequences,

3. Sequences written in Chinese characters to render immediately the Japanese
pronunciation, but not necessarily the meaning suggested with characters,
i.e., the so called kundokuateji or kundoku sequences.

It is worth adding that the above three types of character sequences occur in
the bodies of theonyms without any distinct arrangement or demarcation, so
that the reader always has to guess which of the three types is before his eyes.

C. The kanbun sequences are as a rule read Japanese; ondoku and kundoku sequ-
ences also render Japanese pronunciation. The lection of the given theonym
is thus uniform, but it is nevertheless of secondary nature, because one must
not associate it immediately with the meanings offered by respective Chinese
characters. Their contribution is limited to suggesting the lection.

D. The definite lection of the theonym, obtained in this way embraces not only
the values of each archaic phoneme, but also unconditionally the archaic into-
national pattern of all kanbun and kundoku sequences of the given theonym,
irrespective of possible difficulties to reconstruct such a pattern (note: ondoku
sequence are exempt from the obligation of ascertain intonational pattern,
because it is impossible to ascertain in advance the meaning of a given sylla-
ble sequence which conditions the intonation).

E. The definite lection shall serve as the basis of its interpretation which consists
in disclosing, within the compass of the theonym, of all its morphemic con-
stituents, independent from the grapheme-bound ones and demonstrating an
adequate adjustment of the theonym to its context. It may be remarked that
thanks to the intonational pattern being settled in advance (which cannot be
changed during the reinterpretation) the arbitrariness and casualness of inter-
pretation is effectively restricted.

F. Phonemically and intonationally complete homophony of particular seg-
ments of the lection (with the constituents detected during reinterpretation)
may be achieved due to archaic word formation rules, mostly contractions
or shortenings (aphereses, apocopations, syncopations) and alternations or
apophonies. Word formation rules are fairly well described by grammarians
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interested in archaic Japanese, though insufficiently taken into account by the
commentators of literary relics who — as it seems — underestimate grammar
and hope to attain without it their direct cognitive goals, such as adding some
new data to the knowledge of ancient myths and traditions, of early concepts,
attitudes and beliefs, of songs, anecdotes, genealogies, etc.

By virtue of these six general principles I shall try to interpret the cognomina
of three candidates to head the list of the Shinté pantheon. Then, by commen-
ting on their meaning I shall proceed to conclusions concerning the anterio-
rity problem.

I. The first under consideration is the cognomen ‘Amandminakanusi (also read
‘Aménominakanusi, but ama and amé before no are equipollent in substance).
After the greatest Japanese commentator of Kojiki, Norinaga Motoori (1730-
1801), all his followers in the East and in the West interpret it as “Master-of
-the-August-Centre-of-Heaven” (we take the English rendering of Basil Hall
Chamberlain only as a typical example). The concatenation of five Chinese
characters represents five corresponding elements: ama (heaven), no (of), mi
(august), naka (centre), nusi (master, or master of...). Evidently we have here a
straightforward literal translation. In its defense we may allege that the respec-
tive kundoku sequence of Chinese characters was so clear here, that at first
sight the accuracy of interpretation should not be doubted. However, the pur-
port of such translation is hardly acceptable in the context. Prior to the said
cognomen there appear two expressions containing the element ama and amé,
namely amétuti and takamagafara (read also takamandifara, takaamandifara;
conversion nd - ga and contraction a + a > a are admissible). It is possible
to prove that amétuti means ‘the visible world of (vaporlike) pouring matter,
and the word takamagafara means ‘the place where the most high spirits com-
mune together, and therefore these two terms do not provide any strong proof
that the heavens and the earth were eternally present according to the Shinto
mythology, as some scholars are ready to proclaim. This is an error, and it may
be added that the separation of heaven from the earth will take place through
the intercession of other deities, which will be discussed later on.

In order to translate positively the cognomen ‘Amanominakanusi we must
precisely define the archaic intonational pattern of the whole expression. We
do it on the basis of intonation marks excerpted from ancient dictionaries,
mainly Ruijumyogisho, compiled about the 12" century and known in various
copies of inequal accuracy of transcript. In the opinion of scholars studying
the subject, the intonation system reflected in that source is in general valid
also in application to the 8" and 9" centuries (N.B.: instead of punctual marks
accompanying each kana syllabogram we propose here numeral and literal
exponents after each syllable). The element @ma may be found as @' ma’ into-
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nation pattern, né has nd? intonation, mi = mi?, naka = na' ka', nusi has not
been identified in the respect of intonation; the needed whole intonation basis
is: ‘a'mal! no?> mi? na' ka' nu’ si’.

After many trials with full homonyms such as @'ma’ rain, a’ma’ ‘a fisher),
then with partial homonyms such as a'ma’, a dialectal participial form of
almu? knit’ or a'mu? ‘pour’ and even with possible alternations, e.g., a'na’
‘a hole, a void” which was very considerable indeed (the heaven as the void
space), we have broadened our range of vision to five and found the stem of
the word amaneku ‘everywhere, all over, throughout’ as a’ma’ne? pattern. As
the final —ne cannot become —-ng, the later must be preserved for further con-
traction (ne’ + né’> > n + né > nd?). In its turn né may be used as a geniti-
val exponent of amane, or it may be derived from ni? > né? ‘be alike’; at first
sight we cannot choose among them, but because the formally likewise possi-
ble ng*mi? cannot be true for want of such real word, it seems that ni may be
of help. Then the choice falls on mi? ‘the body’ or ‘a seed, a fruit’ or ‘three, but
such specifications seem to be premature in this early phase of cosmogony; mi?
‘water’ is more probable, because “water” as such is a primitive matter in many
myths. There remains also the adjectival meaning mi” ‘august’ as in the cor-
responding intonation basis. The two successive syllables of that basis, mi’na’
‘everything; the whole; the universe’ may be useful, too. We can now proceed
directly to the last sequence ka'nu’si’ which, I believe, means ka’ ne! + wu'si’
> kan-usi ‘the lord guarding...” which can govern such objects as “(guarding)
water, or the whole, etc”. We are however conscious that the general develop-
ment of the cosmos in the Shinté mythology runs from immobility to univer-
sal mobility; this is something like dogma or the most basis and significant
teaching of Shintdism, “because creative evolutionary development forms the
basis of the Shinto world view” (cf. Basic Terms of Shinto, op. cit., sub Musubi).
Taking this into account, we lean towards complementing the phrase “the lord
guarding...” with the object ne’ ‘the sleep; the dormancy’ which should be chan-
ged into its regular participial form na’ and contracted together with mina to
form mina + na > min + na > mina.

Our total sequence after appropriate shortenings and alternations will be:
alma'né® + ni? + mi’na' + ne! + ka'ne' + wu'si’ > aman-né-min-na-kan-ushi >
alma'né®mi’na’ka'nu’si’, the Lord Guarding the Dormancy of the Whole [Uni-
verse] Which Looks Alike Everywhere Thus the divine guardian of universe’s
immobility has been introduced expressly to us, despite some naiveté of the
description of the state of immobility. Such portrayal of immobility was per-
haps influenced by the Chinese philosopher Lie-tzu (ca 4" century B.C.) as Kenji
Kurano suggests, though not in connection with the discussed theonym itself.
Shifting to the next of the three cognomina under discussion, we examine the

sequence of notions which reads: ku’ni’né’t6’ko*ta'ti?, interpreted, e.g., Donald
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L. Philippi (1968) as “Earth Eternal Standing (deity)”. This has been up to now
the standard understanding of the said theonym, but it must be amended
because of a rather static, passive presentation of the mission of this divinity,
while all the so called “single deities” (fitorigami), born before male-female pairs
of gods, were actively and dynamically endowed; this misinterpretation may
be attributed to uncritical straightforward translation that should be avoided
at least with sacred texts. The text of Nihongi states expressly that this divine
being was produced “... when Heaven and Earth began” Kuninétokotati is the-
refore ex definitione an originator of a later phase of cosmogony; in Kojiki he
is the sixth in order of precedence. He appears also in Kujihongi, but isolated
as an alias of “Amandéminakanusi.

Our attempt at interpretation runs as follows. Ku?ni* ‘earth’ or wu’ku? + ni’ >

ku?-ni? ‘floating loam (clay, earth)’; nd? is a genitival exponent of the preceding
word; wu’to? ‘alienate, estrange, isolate, detach, etc’; 4°k¢? ‘uniform motion’;
talti? ‘start, initiate, originate, etc’; ti? lord, master (?)’. Altogether: The Lord
Who Initiates Uniform Motion Isolating the Earth Which Floats. This formula
coincides evidently with the context in Nihongi at least.
The last of our three examples to be examined is in compliance with the into-
national pattern to be shown as follows: a!mé'yu?turu'fi? - a'ma'né’sa’ki’ri’-
ku?niyu?turu' fi-ku’ni*-né’sa’ki*ri’. The constituents amé and ama in the two
first parts of the given cognomen are evidently equipollent, though the into-
nation of amé is uncertain: a'mé' or a'mé’, the former being provisionally
accepted. We do not know any real European nor Japanese interpretation of
this expression. The literal translation of its components is: heaven-concede-
sun / heaven-narrow-mist / earth-concede-sun / earth-narrow-mist; a reaso-
nable rendering of this seems impossible. It indicates that the whole concate-
nation is buy a mere substitutional transcription.

The cognomen is tightly preceded by a passage which may be helpful in
understanding the corresponding deity’s name. We quote the passage in the
English version of William George Aston* “Of old, the original essence was a
chaotic mass. Heaven and Earth had not yet been separated, but were like an
egg, off ill-defined limits and containing germs. Thereafter, the pure essence,
ascending by degrees, became thinly spread out, and formed Heaven. The float-
ing grosser essence spank heavily, and, settling down, become Earth. What we
call countries were produced by the opening, splitting up, and dividing of the
earth as it floated along. It might be compared to the floating of a fish which
sports on the surface of the water. Now Heaven was produced first, and Earth
afterwards” Our experience shows that the discussed cognomen must have
something common with the content of this passage.

2 Aston 1956: 2.
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Because of parallelism included in the theonym, we are going to analyze
only its first half. It ends in no such denomination as: deity, lord, spirit, etc.,
so its hind part should be some sort of verbal noun, such as ki?ri? ‘grow (get)
foggy), or yi’ri? ‘enter; set in; begin; do completely, etc. Choosing intuitively
yiri in its last meaning, the sequence ndsak- may be transformed into né?si* +
a’ké! > nos-aké ‘to spread out and separate, though it is pendent if si' + 4* >
sa' or sa’ (but both are very akin) and if ké! + yi > ki? (it seems admissible).
The subject of the expression ndsakiri ‘(what) spreads out and separates com-
pletely’ is explicitly ama, semiographically ‘heaven, but historically connected
with ama ‘rain, ami to pour, in the foregoing phrase, amétuti, rendered also
as ‘(vaporlike) pouring matter’ In this instance (where ama: amé is opposed
to an alike “spreading out and separating” earth, i.e., “floating jam” as it has
been previously defined) we learn to translate ama: amé as “vaporlike mat-
ter”. Then, amandsakiri means ‘the vaporlike matter spreads out and separated
completely, and analogically its counterpart kunindsakiri - ‘the floating loam
spreads out and separates completely.

The next phrase to be interpreted is améyuturufi. Our translational tac-
tics will be much the same. The last phoneme string which can be a verb is
wu'ru'fi? ‘exuberate, overflow, increase, etc. The middle phrase vut could be
a modifier to enrich the meaning of the final verb. There is no such simple
word to be found in lexicons, so it must be a shortened form of a composite:
yityo? + wulto? > yiy-uto > y-uto > yut- ‘still more distant, (remote, alienated,
estranged, detached, etc.). As a whole it reads as follows: a'ma’ + yi*yo? + wu?to?
+ wulrulfi? > ‘ama-iy-ut-urufi > améyuturufi ‘the vaporlike matter increases
and grows more and more remote, and analogically kuniyuturufi means: ‘the
floating loam increases and grows more and more remote’

The god thus characterized has therefore a multipartite cognomen: (the
Divine Essence Making) the Vaporlike Matter Increase and Grow More and
More Remote — (and Making) the Vaporlike Matter Spread Out and Separate
Completely - (then Making) the Floating Loam Increase and Grow More and
More Remote — (and Making) the Floating Loam Spread Out and Separate Com-
pletely. Such a description of a respective divinity conveys to us clearly that the
Lord Who Initiates Uniform Motion Isolating the Earth must be pragmatically
anterior in relation to the Essence Making (Heaven and Earth) Separate Com-
pletely. As a matter of course the Lord Guarding the Dormancy of the Whole
(Universe) gets undeniably to the head of the list of the Shint6 pantheon, because
the stillness, immobility was in the beginning of the cosmic development.

Besides answering the question formulated in the title, let us remark in the
end that an adequate translation of ancient theonyms holds out new hopes for
better understanding of the mythology and even of the legends concerning the
ruling class of old Japan. Such translation, however, requires a lot of work to
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revise all earlier interpretations of many cognomina according to the newest
method, founded on the ancient intonation of Japanese; our attempt is prob-
ably the first application of this method to Shinto Scriptures (for the respec-
tive linguistic instruction I thank Professor Shichiré6 Murayama, though I bear
responsibility for all inevitable blunders). Closely connected with that method
is also the necessity to stick faithfully to the context, observing the order of
precedence among various names as well as taking advantage of all textual
details, often reflected in those names.
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